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DISCLAIMER:

DISCLAIMER

The material and tools provided in this publication are provided for purposes of general information only. Brien Holden Vision Institute is not providing specific advice concerning the clinical
management of any case or condition that may be mentioned in this publication, and the information must not be used as a substitute for specific advice from a qualified professional.

The mention of specific companies or certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that those companies or products are endorsed or recommended by the Institute in preference to others of a
similar nature that are not mentioned. The Institute makes no representation or warranty that the information contained in this publication is complete or free of omissions or errors. To the extent
permitted by law, The Institute excludes all implied warranties, including regarding merchantability and fitness for purpose, and disclaims any and all liability for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of the use of the material and tools provided.
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COPYRIGHT © 2016 Brien Holden Vision Institute. All rights reserved.

This publication is protected by laws relating to copyright. Except as permitted under applicable legislation, no part of this publication may be adapted, modified, stored in a retrieval
system, transmitted or reproduced in any form or by any process, electronic or otherwise, without Brien Holden Vision Institutes prior written permission. You may, especially if you are
from a not-for-profit organisation, be eligible for a free licence to use and make limited copies of parts of this manual in certain limited circumstances. To see if you are eligible for such
alicence, please visit: education.brienholdenvision.org.
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COURSE OUTLINE

COURSE AIM

This course aims to provide the student with the advanced knowledge and skills to assess visual impairment and
disability, dispense specialized assistive devices and provide comprehensive low vision rehabilitative services.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of the module the student should be able to understand assessment and management of
visual impairment and disability, optical and non-optical therapy, psychology of vision impairment and associated
rehabilitative services, including for complicated cases of low vision.

By the end of the module the student should be able to:

formulate the appropriate management approach for complicated low vision patients

prescribe low vision aids to ageing patients with low vision

explain the rehabilitative process of low vision patients

describe systematic methods for observing the effects of low vision on visual function

determine the optimum internal and external design characteristics that improve the functional ability of a
person with low vision

e describe the social and psychological impacts of low vision

COURSE CONTENT

The topics covered in this course include:

Environmental modification

Lighting glare and low vision

Prescribing for glaucoma and RP

Training in the use of low vision devices

Early intervention in low vision

Reading speed and low vision assessment

Low vision devices for children

Prescribing for paediatric aphakia

Management of children with multiple disabilities
Functional vision assessment

Functional vision assessment for children with low vision
Scoring of functional vision

Perspective of a low vision patient

Case studies



COURSE DELIVERY

This module is designed to be delivered over 1 semester. Total delivery time for Geriatric Optometry is 56 hours; 28
hours of lectures and 28 hours of practical classes.

Learning and Teaching Methods & Resources

The suggested teaching methods for this course include: PowerPoint presentations, case studies, clinical attachments
and question and answer sessions.

Suggested equipment for teaching includes:
e Low vision devices

e Standard optometric clinical equipment
e Computer & projector

White board

Handouts

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENT

e Written examination
e Assignments

TEXT BOOKS

Prescribed texts

e Brien Holden Vision Institute. Global Optometric Resource Modules, Brien Holden Vision Institute; 2016.
e Dickinson C. Low Vision: Principles and Practice. Butterworth-Heinemann; 1998.

e Jackson AJ, Wolffsohn JS. Low Vision Manual. Butterworth-Heinemann.; 2007.

e Rosenblomm A, Rosenbloom & Morgan's Vision and Aging, Butterworth-Heinemann, 2007.

Recommended texts

Brilliant, RL, Appel, S (1998) Essentials of Low Vision Practice, Butterworth-Heinemann.

Chapman B. Coping with Vision Loss: Maximising What you Can See and Do, Hunter House, Inc., 2001.
Faye EF, Clinical low vision, Boston : Little, Brown, c1984

Faye EF, The Lighthouse ophthalmology resident training manual, Lighthouse International, 2000

Freeman P. Randall TJ, The art and practice of low vision, Boston: Butterworth-Heinemann, c1997.

Jose, RT, Understanding Low Vision, American Foundation for the Blind, 1983 (out of print)

Keefe J, O'Connors P, Focus on low vision, [East Melbourne, Vic.]: Centre for Eye Research Australia, c2007.
Mehr EB, Freid AN, Low Visison Care, Fairch Publications, 1975

Nowakowski, R (1994) Primary Low Vision Care, Appleton and Lange.

Rosenthal, B, Cole, R (1995) Functional Assessment of Low Vision (Mosby’s Optometric Problem Solving Series),
Mosby.
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